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The “Writing Across the Curriculum” Organizer 
« REAL WORLD WRITING – Help students discover and experience the kinds of writing produced by real professionals in the real world. 
SUBJECT: Social Studies SUBJECT: Science SUBJECT: Math 
PROFESSION: Historian PROFESSION: Biologist PROFESSION: Computer Scientist 
FORMS: Original research; Annotations for the publication of 
authentic historical documents; Catalogs of documents; 
Biographies; Interviews; Documentaries; Letters; Journals; 
Research grant proposals; Textbooks, Analyses of current events 
for policy consultations; etc… 

FORMS: Lab reports; Descriptions of processes; Observations; 
Experiments; Letters; Journals; Environmental impact studies; Envi-
ronmental policy “White Papers”; Research grant proposals; Origi-
nal research; Magazine articles; Materials requests; Business 
presentations; etc… 

FORMS: Descriptions of mathematical theories; Technical docu-
mentation; Descriptions of computer languages; Letters; E-mail; 
Statistical analyses; Descriptions of algorithms; Project plans; 
Budget proposals; Business plans; Magazine articles; FAQs; New 
product ideas; Product specifications; Tutorials, etc… 

 

« TOPIC EQUATIONS – Help students explore the connections between their interests and your curriculum. 
INTERESTS + UNIT OF STUDY = POSSIBLE TOPICS 

Baseball + World War II = Shutdown of major league baseball; Famous ballplayers who were drafted; Women’s professional leagues; etc… 
Movies + World War II = Propaganda films; Military instructional films; Popular entertainment at home and abroad; Movie stars who served in the war; etc… 

Rap Music + World War II = Popular music of the time; Political music; Urban values and culture; Artists making political statements; etc… 
Skateboarding + World War II = Kids’ recreation during wartime; Home-made toys; Soapbox derby races; etc… 
Beanie Babies + World War II = Kids’ toys; Effects of shortages; Collectibles of the era; etc… 

 

« ROLE YOUR OWN WRITING – Help students understand and employ the essential components of any piece of writing. 
ROLE FORMAT AUDIENCE PURPOSE APPROACH 

Choose one or possibly two. Most as-
signments will have one. 

Choose one only. In rare cases, com-
bining formats might make sense. 

Choose one or more. If more than 
one, pick a main audience. 

Choose one or more. If more than 
one, pick a main purpose.  

Choose several. Some pieces may re-
quire varied approaches. 

The student takes on a role and writes 
from this perspective: 

The final version must be published in 
this format: 

This is the student’s intended audi-
ence: 

This is why the student is writing this 
piece: 

This is how the writer will achieve his 
or her purpose: 

Artist; Biographer; Biologist; Curator; 
Detective; Elected official; Historian; 
Expert in …; Newscaster; Panelist; 
Parent; Political candidate; Product 
designer; Reporter; Self; Teacher; 
Tour guide; etc… 

Biography; Booklet; Brochure; Diary; 
Editorial; Fairy tale; Interview; Journal; 
Letter; Magazine article; Manual; 
Myth; Newspaper article; Novel; Play; 
Poem; Report; Short story; Textbook 
chapter; etc… 

Friends; General public; Judge; Jury 
member; Parent; People from other 
cultures or time periods; Professionals 
in same discipline; Public figures; 
School board members; Supervisor; 
Young children; etc… 

Change action; Change thinking; De-
scribe; Encourage; Entertain; Explain; 
Inform; Initiate action; Initiate think-
ing; Instruct; Persuade; Prevent; Tell a 
story; etc… 

Analyze; Challenge; Classify; Compare; 
Conclude; Contrast; Defend; Define; 
Demonstrate; Evaluate; Interpret; Jus-
tify; Predict; Propose; Question; Re-
flect; etc… 

 

« ROLE YOUR OWN WRITING – Sample assignments generated with this approach. 
CONTENT AREA ASSIGNMENT 

Social Studies You are a newspaper reporter from the Atlanta Constitution covering the battle of Gettysburg. You have followed the battle and have now just listened to Lin-
coln’s Gettysburg Address. Write a newspaper article for the people of Atlanta that will inform them of the results of the battle and its impact on the Con-
federate war effort. Describe the battle and its aftermath. Analyze the balance of power between the two sides as a result of the battle. Reflect on the senti-
ments of Unionists and Confederates before and after Lincoln’s speech. 

Science You are a biologist hired as a consultant to The Nature Conservancy. Create a brochure for the general public that explains the Greenhouse Effect and its 
impact on worldwide climatic conditions. Analyze current data on the effects of greenhouse gases and predict the consequences of widespread global warm-
ing. Propose alternatives to improve the situation that are consistent with current positions held by your client. 

Math You are an expert in fractions. Create a chapter for a textbook to be used by 4th grade students that will instruct them in adding, subtracting, 
multiplying, and dividing fractions. Include an introduction that justifies the instructional method you choose. 

 

« MASTERING THE MODES – Help students unlock the power of the traditional modes of argument. 
 NARRATIVE EXPOSITORY PERSUASIVE DESCRIPTIVE 

KEY TRAIT Organization Ideas Voice Ideas/Word Choice 

KEY QUESTION Why tell a story? Why does this need explaining? Why should the reader trust you? Why is this worth describing? 

BEST AUDIENCE Supporters; Promoters Controllers; Analyzers Promoters; Analyzers Supporters; Analyzers 

BEST STRATEGY Transition-Action-Details What-Why-How What-Why-How Idea-Details; Tell-Show 

ADVANTAGES Entertaining; Subtle Direct; Respectful; Most efficient mode Most powerful mode; Most important mode Captivating; Emotional 

DISADVANTAGES Slow; Inefficient; Reader has to “get it” Can be dry; Audience-dependent Most likely to offend; Writer is very ex-
posed Least direct; Easily overdone 

 

« RESEARCH PLANNING – Help students determine key questions, clarify focused intent, and select appropriate research strategies. 
WHAT do you want to know? WHY do you want to know it?* HOW are you going to find it? 

What kinds of spiders are poisonous? So I can tell people which kinds of spiders to watch out for. Insect reference book; CD-ROM encyclopedia 
What’s the average temperature in my town this time of year?  I want to know when to plant my vegetables. Almanac; Internet; Interview a local gardener; Call the newspaper 
How do you put a computer together? I want to make my own computer. Computer repair book; Interview a repair person 
*Students want to know about some things merely because they’re curious. In these cases, I ask them what they’re curious about. This usually generates another small set of more specific questions. 

 Copyright 1997-2003 by Steve Peha. For more information, or for additional teaching materials, please contact: Teaching That Makes Sense, Inc. • E-mail stevepeha@aol.com • Web www.ttms.org 
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The Big 8 Purposes for Writing 
 

Purpose Associations How does this apply across various 
content areas? 

Express & Reflect Life experiences 
  
Prior knowledge 
  

  
  
  
  

Inquire & Explore Wrestles with a question   
  
  
  

Inform & Explain Main ideas / Purpose 
  
Organizing information 

  
  
  
  

Analyze & Interpret Understand and explain 
complex systems 

  
  
  
  

Evaluate & Judge The worth of a thing 
  
Criteria 
  

  
  
  
  

Seek Common Ground Calm Intensity 
  

Respect other values 
  

Offer multiple perspectives 

  
 

Propose a Solution Describe a problem 
  

Calls to action 
  

Justification for proposed 
solution 

  
  
  
  

Take a Stand Persuade   
  
  

  
adapted from Kelly Gallagher’s Teaching Adolescent Writers (2006) and Bean, Chappell, and Gillam (2003) 
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Note Taking Methods 

Outline 

 Main Idea
� Subtopic
� Subtopic

• Supporting fact(s)
� Subtopic 

• Supporting fact(s)
 Detail

• Supporting fact(s)
 Detail

Boxing (Grouping) 
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The Cornell Method 
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Charting 
 

 
 
 

Mapping 
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Solve using the Quadratic Formula:  

Examples of Frayer Model  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

1. Factor the quadratic  
a. (x + _)(x - _) 

2. Set each factor = 0 
a. (x + _) = 0 
b. (x - _) = 0 

3. Solve for x 
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KNLA Chart 
 Please use complete sentences. 
 

What do we Know? What do we Need to 
do? 

How will we Learn 
more? 

How will we Apply 
what we learn? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   

 

ESPN Chart 
 Please use complete sentences. 

E 
ECONOMIC 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

S 
SOCIETAL 

P 
POLITICAL 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

N 
NATURE / ENVIRONMENTAL 



 
	
	
	

NO 

 

Did you 
stop too 
soon? 

 

Did you 
mix stuff 

up? 

Question  
# 

NO 

Did you 
guess? 

NO 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

Learning from My Mistakes 
Student Tool	

Need some 411… 
 

• Retell the problem in your own words. 
• Does the problem provide an image (i.e. table, 

graph, shape)? If so, what information do you 
know from the image? 

• What information is given? 
• What information do you have to find? 
• What words are important to the problem? 
• What words really don’t matter in the problem? 
• Can you draw a picture to represent the problem? 
• Does this problem remind you of something we 

have done in class? Describe the classroom 
activity. 

 

My Bad! 
 

• What did you do wrong? 
• Did you estimate the answer before actually 

working it out?  If so, was your answer close to your 
estimation? 

• Can you solve the problem another way to see if 
you would get the same answer? 

 
 Power Up! 
 

• What does the problem want you to solve? 
• What does your solution answer? 
• If your answer was correct, what would the 

question have to be? 
 

 

Dah… 
 

• What did you confuse? 
• How might you remember the difference? 
• If your answer was correct, what would the 

question have to be? 

 

Did you 
make a 
careless 

error? 
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Name _______________________________  Teacher ______________            Period ___ 
  

“Show and Tell” Assignment Corrections 
  
Title of Original Assignment: 
  
Date of Original Assignment: 
  
  
Question: 
  
  
SHOW the correct Answer: 
  
  
  
TELL, in two to four sentences, WHY the answer is correct: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Name _______________________________  Teacher ______________            Period ___ 
 
Lesson Topic: _____________________________________ EXPLANATION PAGE 
  
  
1.     The most important part of solving this kind of problem is . . . 
  
 
2.     Explain how something you’ve learned in this lesson is similar to or dependent on previous 
lessons. 
 
  
3.     Explain how you can catch mistakes in this kind of problem solving. 
 
  
4.      Work the following problem:        x + 9 = 18 - 2x [ math teacher inserts real problem here] 

  
 
5.     Explain the steps you took to work the above problem. 
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Name _____________________________________________________               

Student Self Evaluation 
 

PART ONE 
Rate your performance on each of the following (1 Pretty Bad, 3 Pretty Good, 5 Fantastic): 
Attentiveness in Class  1 2 3 4 5 
Participation in Class  1 2 3 4 5 
Outside Reading & Work 1 2 3 4 5 
Close Readings   1 2 3 4 5 
 
What are two specific things you can do to help improve the weakest area(s) above? 
(1) 
 
 
(2) 
 
 
 

PART TWO 
Set two goals for this class for the second six weeks. GRADES ARE NOT GOALS.  
(1) 
 
(2) 
 

 
Sample Open-Ended Responses 
 
Prompts for simple written reflection and discussion 

• I agree/disagree with _____________ because . . . 
• I have something to add . . . 
• I have a question about . . . 
• Explain one thing you learned today that you didn’t know before. 

  
Prompts to promote further thinking on a topic  

• What are the strengths? Weaknesses? 
• How does ___ affect ____? 
• How does this tie in with what we learned before?  
• How would you use this concept in life outside of school? 

 
Prompts about life (not school) 

• Discuss one small thing that really annoys you. 
• Describe the place that makes you feel relaxed and calm. 
• What makes you laugh? 

 
Would You Rather . . .?  These prompts playfully allow students to practice supported arguments. 

• Would you rather be Superman or Batman? 
• Would you rather have nosy neighbors or noisy neighbors?  
• Would you rather deliver pizzas or deliver a baby? 
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Reflexive Questions for Exit Tickets 
 

⊙What are you most proud of? 

⊙What got in your way? 

⊙Failed attempts are part of learning. Where did you fail today? 

⊙What are frustrations or struggles you still have? How will you deal with them? 

⊙What can I do to help you? 

⊙What made you curious today? 

⊙Can you explain this concept in your own words? 

⊙In what ways does today’s learning connect with what we did last week? 

⊙What questions do you still have? 

 
 
 

Is my thinking clear?  
http://www.criticalthinking.org/pages/the-critical-mind-is-a-questioning-mind/481 
 

⊙Is my thinking clear? 

⊙Is my thinking accurate? 

⊙Is my thinking as precise as it needs to be? 

⊙Is my thinking relevant to the issue? 

⊙Is my thinking dealing with the complexities of this issue or problem? 

⊙Is my thinking too narrow or one-sided? 

⊙Is my thinking logical? 

⊙Is my thinking focusing on what is most significant? 

 
 
 
 

http://www.criticalthinking.org/pages/the-critical-mind-is-a-questioning-mind/481
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Writing Strategies for Thinking / Writing with Clauses 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
   
Using subordinating conjunctions / clauses 
  
Although 
Although _____________, subject + verb + complete thought. 
  

● From the article - - - “Although hydrogen is explosive and oxygen supports combustion, a 
compound of them puts out fires” 

● About the gilded age - - - Although political machines served many good purposes in the 
gilded age, they corrupted politics. 

● Fact-based example - - - Although Lincoln won a majority of the popular vote, he did not carry 
the southern states. 

  
Unless 
Unless _____________, subject + verb + complete thought. 
  

● From the article - - - “Unless hydrogen and oxygen form a compound, they are explosive and 
dangerous.” 

● About the gilded age - - - Unless we understand the corruption in the gilded age, we are more 
likely to allow corruption in our time. 

●  Inference example - - - Unless the U.S. was invaded, the country probably would not have 
entered WWII. 

  
If 
If _____________, subject + verb + complete thought. 
  

● From the article - - - “If hydrogen and oxygen form compound, they lose their original 
properties of being explosive and supporting combustion.” 

● About the gilded age - - - If political machines were allowed to continue, then political 
corruption would continue to increase. 

●  Inference example - - - If there were no oval office tapes, Richard Nixon would likely not have 
had to resign. 

 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Tyre, Peg. “The Writing Revolution.” The Atlantic. October 2012. 
  

New Dorp High School on Staten Island had 82% of their freshmen enter high school reading below 
grade level in 2006. Four out of ten students were dropping out before completing their senior year. 
The campus implemented a campus-wide writing program in the Fall of 2009, and by 2011 89% of 
their students were passing the English assessment test, 75% the global-history assessment. The 
number of students working at a college-ready level jumped from 148 to 412. 
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